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CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor of the National Gazette, Philadelphia. 
NO. Il. 


The morality of the New Testament has been greatly vaunted, withi- 
out much reason, as we shall see. Whether any such person as Jesus 
Christ ever lived, is a very dubious question. We have two authentic 
writers of Jewish history of their own times, Philo Judeus, and Jose- 
phus. The first of these was, undoubtedly, contemporary with Jesus 
Christ, if, indeed, Jesus Christ ever lived at all. About this, there can be 
no dispute. But Philo Judeus never mentions any such person, or any 
of the miraculous facts contained in the four gospels: although, in the 
year of our Christian Era 42, reckoning from the birth of Christ, Philo, 
then about 60, was sent to Rome as the apolog.st of the Jews. Jesus 
Christ is now supposed to have suffered death in the 33d year of his 
age : but Irenzus, one of the most antient of the fathers, says he died 
at 00. Ifso, Josephus, as well as Philo, must have been his cotempo- 
rary, living in Jerusalem at the same time. But, except in a short 
passage, now universally acknowledged to be a christian forgery, no 
mention is made of Jesus Christ by Josephus. He is not mentioned 
or noticed by any contempotary writer. The reveries, now forgotten, 
of the Rev. J. Jones, having hardly lived, are long since dead. All the 
wonderful accounts told of Jesus in the gospels, were utterly unknown 
in every other part of the known world; nor is one of the four ev: ange- 
lists mentioned or cited by name, as the authors of the gospels asc ribed 
to them, till about 190 years after the Chistian AZra, by Irenwas ; nor 
is any clear account given of the 58 spurious gospels and forged writings 
extant in the early ages of the church ; nor why these four should be 
selected from among the mass, and adopted as authentic, and 54 re- 


jected. ‘That the Christians existed as a sect in the time of the younger 


Pliny and of Tacitus, there can be no doubt; although the passage men- 
tioning them in Pliny’s letters, is found in one copy only, and is not ac- 
knowledged as genuine by the German theologians. It is probable 
that some obscure imposture, like Eliz. Canning, or the Cock-Lane 
Ghost of London, might have started up, and been suppressed by the 
police of Jerusalem ; but no person of the name of Jesus Christ was 
ever known there, worthy the dignity ofghistory. 

The utter silence of Philo and Josephus is decisive against the whdle 
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story. They were Jews; men of learning; historians ; they lived i 
the place, at the time; they wrote the accounts of, and they were alive 
to the passing transactions of their own day ; the facts could not-have 
taken place without their knowledge ; a person so remarkable must have 
been known to, or heard of by them ; had he lived and died, as the 
gospel writers relate, whether Philo and Josepus had believed or dis- 
believed, they must have mentioned him. But neither they, or any 
other known writer of credit, near to the times, take any notice of his 
existence. 

I say known writer of credit; for who was Matthew? No one 
knows. In what language did he write, when, and where ? No one can 
tell. Is the gospel attributed to him, the gospel of the Ebionites and 
Cerinthians? This point is disputed. If he wrote, as is said, in Hebrew, 
who translated him, when, where? No one knows, or pretends to know. 
Are the two first chapters of Matthew’s gospel spurious or genuine ? 
Epiphaneus, Jerome, and others of the fathers, say spurious: so say the 
learned among the Unitarian Christians; but who can say any thing 
about it on conclusive evidence? All is darkness, doubt and uncertainty. 
{ refer to Jones, Lardner, Christian writers ; who will furnish the reader 
with all the Christian references and authorities, for all my assertions. 
They are, and well they may be, regarded as good and faithful Chris- 
tians; and able, learned, and wnexceptionable compilers. I have ac- 
cess to the original works refered to; I challenge the clergy (those at 
least, who are competent in point of learning,) to the controversy. I 
am not willing to waste my time, by contending with the ignorant as 
well as the bigoted. 

The questions I ask about Matthew, [ ask also respecting Mark, 
Luke and John. What contemporary author mentions or acknowledges 
them as the writers of the gospels attributed to them? Not one. The 
first author who names Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, in this respect, 
is Irenzeus, in his book against Heresies, L. 3. ch. 1. Many spurious 
accounts (that is accounts now acknowledged so to be) had been ‘pub- 
lished concerning Jesus, (Christ is not a proper name, but a Greek title, 
signifying, anointed ;) but before Lrenzus, these evangelists do not ap- 
pear to have been named as the authors. I[renzeus, by common consent 
of all ecclesiastical authorities, died 202, after Christ. Lardner thinks 
that his five books against heresies were not published so early as 178. 
"Tillemont and Massuet think the more probable date of this publication 
was 192, after Christ; about the latter end of the time of Elutherus. 
See the London edition of Dr. Lardner’s works, in 12 volumes, 1788, 
V. 2. p. 154 to 159. There is, therefore, no evidence whatever, that 
these evangelists wrote any of the gospels ascribed to them, earlier than 
about 200 years after the Christain Aira: for the citations im authors 
previous to that time, may have been taken, as many of them are 
known to be, from other similar accounts, not now received as genuine, 
though standing upon as good ground as those that are now, for some 
unknown reason, received as of superior authority. ‘The reasons as 
signed by freneus himself why there should be four gospels, and no 
more, are curious. It is cited by Eusebius, in his Ecelesiastical History, 
L. 5, ch. &: andin Grabe’s Specilegium, p. 221. 
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“ Nor can there be more, or fewer gospels than these. For as there 
are four regions of the world in which we live, and four catholic spirits, 
and the gospel is the pillar and the foundation of the church, and the 
spirit of life, in ike manner was it fit that it should have four pillars, 
breathing on all sides, incorruption, and refreshing mankind.” 

Upon such strange and imperfect evidence, for the first time, near 
200 years after the transactions, by a blockhead and ideot like Lrenzus, 
does the very existence of Jesus Christ rest. A person utterly unknown 
to Philo and Josephus, two honest and learned men, who are the only 
authors of the Jewish transactions of that time, in Jerusalem, who lived 
there, and must have known Jesus Christ, and his doings, if he had ever 
existed as he is now said to have done ; and who make not the slightest 


mention of his life, his death, or his deeds! Nor could Jesus himself 


write, or he would have committed to writing some of his precepts for 
the use of his disciples. Some obscure enthusiast t, in some low and des- 
picable quarter of the city, may have lived and preached to a few muisera- 
ble disciples ; but even this is hardly possible, else he would have been 
noticed among the offenders put to death, as a false Messiah. As to 
his disciples, they were acknowledged to have been the vilest of rascals, 
omni requitia requiores. 

Charles Ist, of England, succeeded to the throne in 1628, two hun- 
dred years ago. Suppose that now, for the first time, a despicable ideot, 
like Irenzeus, should say that certain accounts of a man endued witl: 
miraculous power, who lived in London in 1628, and worked miracles 
there, were published by Matthew Bay, Mark Randall, Luke Faust and 
John Johnston, (persons not*heard of before, or mentioned by any 
writer of the time,) of something miraculous that happened under 


Charles Ist ; what credit ought to be ascribed, at such a distance of 


time, to such a naration? Yet, is this the kind of evidence on whicl: 
Christianity is founded ; and this is the story that so many base and 
unprincipled swindlers live by asserting teaching and propagating ! 
This is the story that so many men solemnly declare before God, they 
are preternaturally moved by the Holy Ghost, to preach and propagate ! 
Men whose conduct is notoriously regulated by their salaries of from 1, 
to 4000 dollars a year in this country ; drawn from the pockets of the 
eredulous, the timid, the time serving, and the ignorant who willingly 
support these impostures in aristocratic idleness. This is the morality 
that the popularity hunting penner of bigoted paragraphs, Mr. Walsh, 


and his clerical correspondent, would recommend to their readers. If 


these intolerant revilers do not know that the account I have given is a 
true and fair one, more shame for them ; they ought to know it, and F 


challenge them to the controversy—I dare them to the discussion. If 


they shrink from it, they have no reason to object that the revilings of 
the godly against infidelity, should be retorted on them: if they do ac- 
cept this challenge, they shall be treated in the language proper to be 
used towards gentlemen ; they shall be furnished with faithful and acu- 
rate quotations of authorities, from the actual books used and cited, and 
with, what I sincerely deem, fair and honest argument, adapted, not 
for oratory, but truth ; for ] have no other interest to serve, and J have 
no other motive or object. 
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OF THE MORALITY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

The Morality of the Gospel is very objectionable, as appears in the 
actions and doctrines of Jesus and his Apostles. ‘ 

Instances of harsh language toward parents and relations: exhorta- | 
tions to leave them, and cut off all connexion with them, for the sake 
of opinions which any man who behaves kindly and mildly in his do- 
mestic relations, may maintain not the less firmly on that account. 
Matt. xix, 29; Mark iii, 32; Mark x, 29; Luke viii, 19; Luke 
xiv, 26; John ii, 3. 1 entreat of the reader to peruse these texts, and 
ask himself whether he would approve this conduct in his own chil- 
dren. In the same unfeeling spirit is Matt. viii, 21, 22; Luke ix, 6f. 

Instances of gross and vulgar abuse of the Pharisees and others, the 
prevailing and literary sect of the Jews; calculated to excite the hatred 
and violence of the common people against them, in cases where reason 
and argument were called for, and where Jesus was clearly in the ; 
wrong. Matt. xvi, 1, 4,; Matt. xxiii, the whole chapter; Mark xii, 38, 
AQ; Luke xi, 37 to the end; John viii, 44. Whoever will carefully 
peruse these passages will find it difficult to discover how the revilings 
of Jesus Christ applied to the persons or cases. 

Instances of violent assault, and breach of the peace, Matt. xxi, 12; 
Luke xix, 45. 

Instances of his attempts to form a party among the populace. Matt. 
xxi, 9, &c.; Mark xi, 10, &c.; Luke xix 38, &c. What but riot and 
sedition can it be called, to enter. publicly into Jerusalem, while his 
disciples were exciting the multitude, who followed him to hail him as 
KING ? . 

Instances of his abuse of riches, and of rich men ; exciting the ani- 

> mosity of the poor against the rich, merely for being rich, and treating 
riches as criminal. Matt. v,4; Matt. xix, 23, 24; Mark xu, 44, 
Mark x, 21; Luke xvi throughout, Luke xviii, 22. Yet when his own 
luxurious enjoyment was in question, he made no scruple to prefer hin:- 
self to the poor, Matt. xxvi, 10. 

Instance of prevarication, or rather of direct and positive falsehood, 
John vii, 8. Go ye up unto this feast; L go not up yet, unto this feast. 
*** * But when his brethren, whom he wished to mislead, were gone, 
then went he also up unto the feast. The word yet is an orthodox in- 
terpolation, (a forgery) to get rid of the difficulty, and to soften down a 
falsehood mto a preyarication. Mills, Leusden, and many others have 
it srw, not yet, cramming the other and the true reading in the notes: 
but the reading that rests upon the best evidence of antient manuscripts, 
is ex, “1 shall not go; without any limitation : so is the vulgate of 
Jerome ; and so is Griesbach, the latest and best of editors. 

Instances of his making free with other peoples property ; Matt. x. 9, 
&c.; Luke x, 4,—ix, 1,—vii, 26,—xix, 30; these are not reconcileuble 
with our common notions of honesty, 

Instances of very doubtful and unintelligible morality ; as the para- 
ble of the unjust steward, in Luke xvi. The parable of the talents, 
Matt, xxv. 14. The wedding garment, Matt. xxii. “If thine,hand offend 
thee, cut it off,” &c, Mark ix, 43.“ Let the dead bury their dead, fol- 
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low thou me,” Matt. viii, 22; Luke ix, 60, &ec. The recommendation 
of idleness and negligence, Matt. vi, 31 ; Luke xu, 16, &c. He him- 
self seems to have depended on his influence with the women for his 
maintainance, Luke viii, 1—4,—vii, 37,—x, 40. ‘‘ Go and sell all that 
thou hast, and give it to the poor, Mark x, 21. His reason for speak- 
ing in parables, and the strange remark accompanying it, Matt. xiii, 
12—14. The parable of the laborers in the vineyard, Mat xx, 1, &c. 
The woman caught in adultery, John viii, 1, &c. 

Unintelligible doctrines, inculcuated as matters of faith, necessary to 
be believed, John vi, 52, et seq. Non resistance of injuries, and loving 
your enemies: the perpetual denunciation of riches, frugality and fore- 
thought; and the hatred inculcated against rich people, as in the para- 
ble of Dives, Matt. vi, 34, Luke vi, 20—30 ; xii, 16. 

The preaching of superstitious and ignorant opinions: as the doctrine 
of demoniacal possessions: the cure “of epilepsies, by the fasting and 
prayer of the prescriber: the frequency of evil spirits intermingling in 
human affairs, of which more hereafter. 

His utter neglect of his mother and his relations, so far as appears 
through the whole course of his life. 

Precepts in hostility with the rules of common life. Lend hoping 
nothing again, Luke vi, 35. ‘* He that takes away thy coat give him thy 
cloak also, ” Matt. v,40. ‘Of him who takes away thy goods, ask them 
not again,” Luke vi, 20—34,—xi, 25,—x1i, 33. “ If he smite thee on the 
one cheek, turn to him the other cheek also.” The forgiveness of in- 
juries, unto seventy times seven. The revengeful St. Paul gives a 
curious reason for his charity in this respect, quite in his usual character, 
Romans xu, 20. 

The precepts in praise of poverty: As, ‘‘ blessed are ye poor, for 
vours is the kingdom of God; blessed are ye that hunger, for ye shall 
he filled, &¢. in the sermon onthe mount. These have a manifest 
seditious complexion. 

‘“‘ Blessed are ye that mourn, for ye shall be comforted ; woe unto 
you that laugh now, for ye shall mourn and weep,” Luke vi, 21—25, 
and other texts about self denial, and taking up the cross. All calcula- 
ted to cajole the low class. 

Again: “ take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what 
ve shall drink, or wherew ithall ye shall be clothed. Take no thought 
‘for the morrow. Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap,” 
Matt. vi, 25—34. ‘“ Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow ; 
they toil not neither do they spin.” St. Paul sarcastically alluding to 
the strict obedience which the other apostles paid to these very conven- 
ient precepts, boasts excessively to the Corinthians, of his having 
labored with his own hands! 

These doctrines evidently tend to the practice so dilligently followed 


by the Apostles and their successors, and all the Reverend Divines of 


every sect, and every country, of living at ease upon the industry and 
credulity of others. But they are manifestly inconsistent with that 
conduct which is absolutely necessary to individual comfort, to domestic 
duties, and to national prosperity. His morality and benevolence 


was bigoted and confined ; J appeal to the whole of the 17th chapter of 
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John, compared with the first general epistle of John. He declares that 

he prays not, he cares not for the world but only for his particular dis- 

ciples. Add his suggestion in favor of voluntary castration, and against 

marriage. Matt. xix. 12. TRUTH. 
To be Concluded in our next. 

aa mm... TS 


NEW-YORE, SATURDAY, JULY 19, 1828. 








FREE PRESS ASSOCIATION. 


[The National Philanthropist, published in Boston, contained, some two or three 
months ago, a most outrageous attack on the “ Free Press Association,” which we, in 
charity for its author, [for we really believed him to be insane, ] suffered to pass 
without animadversion. We speak literally when we say, that not one single fact, 
either positive or inferential, can be detected in the whole communieation of this 
‘‘ valuable correspondent,” as he is stiled by the Editors of the Philanthropist. It ap- 
pears, however, that the Telescope, having, for reasons best known to its editor, as- 
sisted in circulating the slander, has been addressed on the subject by one, who has 
wend been influenced by the old adage, that “silence gives consent,” even to 
alsehood. In publishing this letter, we are requested to state that the two passages 
in italics, which were probably too pungent for the pious editor, or his more pious 
readers, were inserted in the original. } 


To the Editor of the Telescope. 


Sir,—TI presume your sense of justice and impartiality will induce you 
to give publicity to a few remarks, by way of reply to an unjustifiable 
attack on the “ Free Press Association,” of which society I have the 
honor of being a member; which attack appears in the Telescope of 
the 14th inst. 

The passage you have selected for publication, is an extract from a 
Boston paper, and the name and profession of the author, (a resident 
of this city,) are no secret: it is as follows: ‘‘ the infidel Free Press 
Association of New York, have the place in which they assemble for the 
worship of Nature, decorated with a portrait of Thomas Paine, together 
with a painting of Indians, women and children in a state of nature.” 

Before I proceed to the ‘ head and front of our offending”—a paint- 
ing of naked Indians, permit me to make one or two remarks on the 
hacknied word infidel, of such convenient application by Christians, 
when they wish to designate any one who does not believe what he can- 
not understand—who takes reason and common sense for his guide, and 
rejects, with an honest indignation, those absurd and revolting descrip- 
tions of the deity, which the Christian faith would palm on his mind, 
as the most holy and impregnable truths. Paradoxical, Sir, as the as- 
sertion may appear, I hesitate not to affirm, that [ can prove the most 
ranting Methodist, or flaming Baptist, with his infants in hell not a 
span long, guilty of this dreadful, this damning sin infidelity. Do the 
members of these two sects believe that the world, the whole planetary 
system which rolls in the boundless, illimitable regions of space, has ex- 
isted during the countless ages of a past eternity ? Do they believe that 
this globe will in some form or other continue in existence through an 
eternity, an interminable succession of ages to come ? Let them answer 
these questious in the negative, which as good Christians they are bound 
to do, and I pronounce them decided infidels. This is the true mean- 
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ing of the word, unbelief,—they are doubtless provided with a Christian 
one. 

And now, Sir, for the charge which the veracious Dr. R—— has 
brought against this Association, the exhibiting “ a painting of Indians, 
women and children in a state of nature.” “ Qh! shame, where is thy 
blush !’---that a man, (although a Christian) professing to take notes 
of the societies proceedings, and to write for public information, should 
be so far carried away with zeal in the cause of ‘“ our holy religion” as 
to publish a direct and wilful falshood, is matter both of surprise and re- 
gret. Desperate indeed must be the cause, baseless must be the fabric, 
save upon the folly and credulity of its votaries, which is compelled to 
resort to such pitiful, futile and dishonorable means of defence. But I 
hasten to conclude. 

The painting to which this disciple of the cross alludes, is, doubtless, 
the one belonging to the owners of the Temple of Arts im Win. St. 
where, till very recently, the Association held its meetings, and is said 
to be taken from a seene described in one of Cooper’s novels, ‘ the 
last of the Mohicans.’”’ Keen indeed must be that vision which could 
discover any thing of a state of nature, or, ashe means, a state of naked- 
ness in this painting; but 


‘ All seems infected, that the infected spy, 
As all seems yellow to the jaundiced eye. 


1 shall now dismiss this disingenous, dishonorable opponent, the 
author of this “lie direct,’’ by hereby offering him a reward of twenty 
dollars, to be appropriated to the use of any bible or missiouary society 
he may think proper, if he can prove said painting to be in any respect 
indecent or unfit for the public eye, (though its remaining in the room 
was not by request of the Association,) or can produce one line, or one 
precept ever delivered at the lectures of the Free Press, having for its ob- 
ject the breach of the strictest morality—one expression which could of- 
fend the chastest ear, or which, by the most forced construction, could 
tend to subvert those principles of social order, charity, and good will 
towards their fellow cieatures, which it is the ardent desire of the Frec 
Press Association t@cherish and diffuse. 

Iam Sir, your obed’t servant, 
C. SAVAGE. 
New York, June 22d, 1828. 


The following article, from the Gospel Advocate of the 5th inst. pub- 
lished at Auburn, speaks the sentiments we have so often expressed as 
to the advantages which Truth must derive from its enemies throwing 
off all disguise, and exhibiting themselves in their genuine colours, that 
we cannot resist the inclination we feel to transfer it to our colums. 

*“ SUNDAY LINE OF STAGES.” 

The excitement produced by the efforts of the Presbyterians to com- 
pel an observance of the Jewish Sabbath, exceeds any thing heretofore 
known to the people of this state. There remains no doubt on the 


minds of the reflecting part of the community, that the “ new line of 


stages” is one of the measures of the orthodox, which has long been in 
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preparation, designed as another step in the ladder of thew preferment. 
While the public look upon it in this light, many are astonished at the 
impudence of those who have thus engaged in a measure designed to 
limit our freedom and destroy the rights of the people. 

But we have been too long conversant wtih the unhallowed plans and 
serpentine movements of the orthodox, to be seriously alarmed by their 
open efforts to obtain power, or to be disappointed at any thing they 
have done, except it be, at a premature development of their unsaneti- 
fied plans. No man with his eyes open can doubt any longer, that the 
Presbyterians are zealously engaged in efforts designed to destroy the 
rights of the people—it were almost treason against truth to deny it. 
The plan in which they are engaged, therefore, should encourage, rather 
than alarm, the friends of liberal principles ; for the clergy and their 
dupes will defeat themselves. I[t is to be desired that all their plans 
may be exhibited in like manner—for the people are now prepared to 
oppose them ; whereas if kept secret a little longer, or disguised under 
the garb of religion, a few years more and they would have had the 
power to effect what they have all along so much desired. 

Recent transactions have stripped the whole phalanx of those holy 
conspirators of their covering, and the world knows or may kuow, that 
not an tota of piety enters into their plan. They have, it is true, pre- 
tended that the new line of stages was established for holy purposes ; 
but who ever thought that a spiritual race is to be run in an ‘* opposition 
line?” The truth is, they have already employed their “ runners” who 
are not inferior in impudence, profanity, and vulgarity to other gentry 
of the same profession: In Utica alone, we are informed, they have 
four of the most accomplished ; and from the specimen we have seen, 
it may safely be affirmed that the “ piety line” will not fall short of the 
requisite amount of impudence. But all this will only serve to excite 
the contempt of all reasonable people, against a plan so truly barefaced 
and abominably impious. 

The following remarks, on the same subject, from the Cayuga Pat- 
riot, are also deserving a place in Correspondent. 


Man has, in every age, been subjected more ons: to the tyranical 
influence of priesteratt ; and in the present age, and in this free and en- 
lightened country, it reigns with powerful sway. 

That religion which de spends on money for its support, founded on big- 
otry, intolerance andsuperstition, I will forever discard. The same princi- 
ple that is discoverable in those who are for stopping canal boats and stages 
from running on the Sabbath, manifests itself in various ramifications, 
all tending to subvert the liberties of the people. We see the same class 
of men making repeated efforts to have their religion established by law 
—forming combinations for the purpose of endeavouring to compel the 
people to “submit to their dictation, in a manner highly injurious to the 

cause of religious liberty. The attempt to get a law passed to prohibit 
the running of canal boats on the Sabbath, is well known to our citizens. 
—Happily, and to the honor of the state be it said, that attempt proved 
unavailing. 
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‘The example of other nations is amply sufficient to admonish us of 
ihe danger of giving power to priests. Let us be profited by this exam- 
ple; and look weil to our rights. It is easier to prevent the yoke and 
shackles of priestscraft from being fastened on us while we have the 
means in our possesion to avoid it, than to throw them off when on, 
rivetted by the screws of relentless tyranny. The time has arived, in 
my humble opinion, when it has become necessary that this enemy of 
our Republic, should be unveiled and exposed in all its naked deform- 
ity. Ibelieve that it is not yet too late to put it down by public sentiment; 
but if sutfered to progress uninteruptedly, it will eventually produce a tre- 
mendous catastrophy ; and it is to be feared the result will be---the de- 
struction oi our liberties, 

I rejoice that the devotees of priestcraft, (those who are making con- 
tinual efforts to get a religion established by law,) have taken such an 
open stand. The people cannot now misunderstand their object ; and 
i flatter myself, that the sons and daughters of freedom will arise im their 
strength, and fearlessly assert, and exercise that privilege which is their 
birth-right—F'reedom of Concience. The line is now clearly drawn. 
We see the followers of priestcraft and theological delusion, arrayed against 
the friends of civil and religious liberty: bigots and fanatics, against 
the supporters of those invaluable blessings so dearly bought in the 
American Revolution, and happily secured te us by the constitution of our 
country. Be cautious, fellow-citizens, sacrifice not your independence 
at the shrine of priestcraft. Set yourselves to work, and assist in exter- 
pating this Bohon Uphas from the fair soil of freedom. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


[From the Four Winds. } 
THE GOLDEN CALF. 

Query. Why are the “* Four Winds” continually blowing on orthe 
dox policy ? 

Answer. Aaron made a calf, and the Israelites worshiped it. Moses 
took the calf and burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, and 
strewed it upon the water, and made the children of Israel drink of it 
This was to make them sick of their foolish idolatry, and it had a power- 
ful effect ; the Jews always remembered it through every period of their 
future history, and had a saying among them, that “ no affliction ever 
happened to Israel in which there was not some particle of the dust of 
the golden calf.” 

T ‘he orthodox have made a calf, and it isa golden one too. The gol 
of which it was made was collected by travelling agents who have gone 
round among the people and spoiled them of their ornaments. The way 
they have done this has been by false statements of the wretchedness of 
some distant part of the country, where the people are perishing for the 
bread of life. They have pursuaded their hearers that these people 

cannot be saved but by their liberality, that if they will give their money 
in sufficient abundance these poor perishing souls may ‘be saved ; ; if not 
they will perish and their blood be required at their hands. In this way 
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they have extorted money from their pockets! This money has beci: 
thrown into the fire at Andover and has come out a great calf. 

The body of this calf is of course the principles of orthodoxy covered 
over with a sleek hide of something that looks like Arminianism, which 
is intended to beguile those who are leaning towards that side of the con- 
troversy. 

The head of this calf is the American Education Society. 

The horns of this calf are the ministering funds which they are form- 
ing in eyery town and parish where it is practicable, by which they intend 


to make themselves independent of the people and push westward, and 
northward, and southward, like the ram in Daniel’s vision. 

The right fore leg of this calf is the American Bible Society ; the left 
is the Tract Society. 

The right hind leg is the American Home Missionary Society, and 
the left, the American Board of Foreign Missions. 

The tail of this calf is the Sabbath Society, designed merely to hide 
the less comely parts, and to keep off the flies m the hot summer months. 

This calf we are burning and grinding to powder, and strewing the 
ashes on the waters, for the orthodox to “drink and be made sick of it. 
Perhaps its operations may be something like Dr. Chambers’ medicine 
for the cure of drunkness. Well, be it so, if while they become sick of 


the remedy, they are cured of the "disease. 


The Progress of Christian Superstition. 


Concluded from page 383. 

Honorius 3d, elected in 1215, by special indulgence, granted the Ger- 
mans leave to take a glass of wine, after they had said grace at table. 
Previous to this, the ‘Germans where distinguished for their sobriety, 
but now became cepnereny fond of wine, by permission from Rome. 

Gregory 9th, in 1227, ordered the bell to ring at the Ave Mana and 
and at the elevation of the wafer by the priest. From this we may sup- 
pose that the people began to slumber, and get tired of so much devo- 
tion ; it was 9 necessary therefore to ring ; bells to rouse them ! 

Innocent Ath, in 1243, invented the bonet rogue and Cardinal’s 
red hat, which thes must wear. This was very emblematical of the 
massacres and persecutions, carried on by the chure:: against dissenters 
and heretics in those days of godliness and devotion. 

Urban Ath elected in 1261, appointed a festival in honor of the Corpus, 
or body of Christ, which has been publicly carried about in the shape of 
a wafer, from that day till this, for popular worship and adoration ! 

Boniface 8th, made Pc ope 1294, not satisfied with the plain Tiara, 
added another crown to it. However, we shall soon see that he was 
modest, compared with one of his successors, who must have -three 
crowns on his head. 

Urban 5th, elected in 1362, added a third crown to his 'Fiara.— 
What could induce him to adopt this triple mark of sovreignty, we are 
at a loss to tell; except he did it in honor of the three persons of the 
Trinity, whose Lieutenant-general he pretended to be on earth—but 
we guess, if Jesus Christ with his crown of thorns on his head, or St. 
Peter with his fisherman’s bonnet, had appeared in Rome, they would 
never known Urban Sth, as their successor. 
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Urban 6th, made Pope in 1378, instituted a public festival in honor 
of Mary’s visit to her cousin Betty j in Judea, about 1400 years before. 
‘This was a happy thought of his holiness, and shewed his politeness and 
devotion to the ladies, who never could expect such honors to have 


been done to them, by posterity—especially when it was only a gossiping 
visit. 


John 22d became Pope int410, and in his day there were three Popes. 
This shews that the Popedom was not altogether on office of labor and 
humility ; for we find very few among the priesthood, who are not in a 


hurry to enjoy fat benefices, though they hypocritically say no—Nolo 
episcopart | 

Calirtus 3d, appointed a solemn festivai in honor of the transfiguration 
on the mount ; a very interesting object to those who lived in the 14th 
century to be sure, From this it would appear, that all material ob- 
jects being exhausted, the Popes began to catch at shadows, and bless 
them, for popular superstition and veneration, 

Paul 2d, ordered a public festival in honor of the Virgin Mary’s pre- 
sentation, which has been so long neglected by his predecessors, and, 

Sixtus 4th, elected in 1471, wrote a treatise on the manner that our 
Lady, the Virgin Mary conceived ; and after having elucidated this sub- 
ject, which, we imagine, could be no easy matter for his holiness, he hon- 
ored it with a solemn and public festival, which is still kept up, by the 
votaries of Lady Mary. 

Alexander 6th, of infamous memory, closed the 15th century. It 
was in his time, and under his auspices, that the inquisition had been 
established in Spain; an institution which must brand the christian church 
with a stain that can never be wiped off. At this period, reason be- 
gan to awaken in Europe, and of course Christianity, for its support, 
must fly for aid to terror and persecution. A religion, that, from its in- 
fancy, was every day growing in idolatry and superstition, as we have 
seen, became at last so monstrous and frightful, that the Monks them- 
selves got disgusted with it! 

Leo 10th, elected in 1513, condemned Luther and all his followers, 
for not thinking as he did. He confered the title of Defender of the 
Faith on Henry 8thof England, which is still piously retained by Henry’s 
sucsessors, and should be doubly confirmed to the present Solomon of 
England, who has zealously promoted so many prosecutions against the 
authors and publishers of the Age of Reason, the Rights of Man, &e— 
These titles have not been given for nothing, by the Popes, when their 
dlissenting brethren are so fond of retaining ‘them. 

Paul 3d, elected in 1534, raised and organized the Jesuits corps, 
and that of St. John of God, as life guards to holy religion and the church, 
which now began to be attacked by heretics on all sides. It seems the 
people began to open their eyes then, just as they do now, and would no 
longer be kept in the dark—Instead of dead Saints, and Angels, there- 
fore, it was necessary to raise troops to repel the invasion, and, if neces- 
sary, to carry the war into the enemy’s country. 

Pious Sth, in 1565, gave sound proofs of his title by instituting a solemn 
festival in honor of the Rosary or Beads: These little stones, no doubt, 
served in place of bullets, agaist the enemy, and of course deserved the 
blessing and adoration of the Clergy. 
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This Pope has been so extravegant in his charges for making a Saint 
of a Spaniard, that Philip the 2d who undertook to defray the expenses; 
declared he would have this fellow and no more sent to Heaven; his name 
was James, of Aleala. On account of this it is piously believed that 
no more Spaniards have gone to heaven since that time; for how could 
they, if the priests had not granted them leave ! 

Gregory 15th ordered, under pain of eternal damnation, that no per- 
son should call in question the purity of Mary’s conception, which some 
infidels, at that time, began to doubt ! 

Alexander ®th, gloriously closed the 16th, centary, by condemning 
the philosophical sin, or the sin of philosophy! Never, perhaps, was a 
greater sin than this in the world ; for it was, and is still, a sin agaist 
Church and Churchman, who cannot bear the sound of reason, or the 
name of philosophy. 

And now, after,what has been said, the unprejudiced reader will agree 
with us, that Christianity has made a most astonishing progress, from 
its infancy, till the present period, when it seems to be, not only at a 
stand, but wonderfully on the decline ! and indeed, its fall must be in- 
finitely more rapid than its growth, if Reason and, Philosophy advance 
with the same strides they have done, during the latter part of the passed 
century. 
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